Seri Dictionary: Mammals Section 1: English-Seri animal ziix ccam, ziix quiisax s imaginary animals that leave footprints in the sand caalam haa toocozoj s large ferocious animal that is not found where the Seri people live yacö hamásol s mythological animal similar to a seal, but which lives on the land hant ipáain s mythological subterranean animal that causes earthquakes hant ano coocöz s small animal seen in visions xeecon s unidentified wild animal cojöz 5 antelope see pronghorn antilope hare (Lepus alleni) hee 6 , ziix ina cooxp badger (Taxidea taxus) 7 ziix hant ctaxoj, xeezej bat 8 (unidentified species) seenel set bighorn sheep 9 (Ovis canadensis) mojet, tison 5 Attempts to identify this animal have been unsuccessful. The people say that it is perhaps like a fox, but seldom seen. No further identifying characteristics have been given. 6 This is the older term of the two. 7 The badger was eaten, mainly by the Band I people. The Seris claimed that this animal, like the peccary, had no fear of certain persons. Such a person was called xeezej ozíim ('whom the badger likes'). When a badger was encountered by such a person, it would walk up to him or her, lie on its back and wiggle its body in seeming delight. The hunter would then club it to death. Ramona Casanova said that her mother, Rosa Ávila, was one such person and that she had seen her kill badgers in this manner. There are no badgers on Tiburon Island. cat (Felis domesticus) miist 11 , ziix canáao, ziix 9 The term ziix hast iti quiih was also sometimes used for this animal.
The Seris hunted the bighorn sheep with bow and arrow. Seri quit using the bow and arrow for hunting sometime around the turn of the century.
Although there were no bighorn sheep on Tiburon Island, they did occur in the mountain range extending along the Sonora coast. The Seris said that the members of Band I (Moser 1963:17-8) hunted the bighorn sheep with bow and arrow. It was said that the animal was tamer in those days and thus easier to approach.
When a hunter was stalking a bighorn and was suddenly seen by the animal, he believed that if he himself ducked out of sight and hid, the bighorn would eventually become curious and come over to find out what he saw.
If a woman saw a bighorn when she was out in the desert, she took any piece of red clothing that she might be wearing and hung it up in sight of the animal. Then she returned to camp and informed the men, who sneaked up on the bighorn, which they usually found still watching the red cloth. Sometimes they were rewarded with an easy shot. 10 The bobcat did not live on Tiburon Island. for domestic cat; cognates of this word are found throughout Mexico.
12 The cottontail was hunted by Band I people, but generally the Seris didn't bother with it. 13 The Band I people hunted and ate coyote. It was hunted with bow and arrow and later with dogs. The coyote was found on Tiburon Island.
The coyote is viewed by the Seris as a stupid animal. Numerous stories show how Coyote or, less frequently, Mountain Lion were fooled by Rabbit or some other small animal or insect.
14 The Seris said that during cold weather deer (presumably either species) are often found sunning themselves on the leeward side of a canyon bluff. They searched for them there when they hunted them. During the cold weather (except during the mating months of January and February) the does stay up in the largest mountains. The bucks spend most of their time in the valleys, mainly in the large arroyos and canyons.
During a rain the deer are always on the move. A hunter could often locate a deer at such a time by going to the top of a hill and watching for one to come along.
During the summer heat the deer bed down during the day, often in the shade of a large cactus. They were found during these hot months living in the open where they would get the south and southwest breezes. They are not found behind a mountain where the breezes are cut off.
Deer sleep only during the day, feeding at night. Deer travel into the wind.
During the change of seasons when the weather is temperate, deer were usually found around the bases of the mountains.
The mating season, according to the Seris, is in January and February. They say that even during these months the bucks and does mate only at night. They claimed that no hunter has ever claimed to have seen deer mating. The Seri had a saying that the long nights of January and February are caused by the buck deer. The bucks and does live separately except for these two months. The fawns are born around August and September.
When a hunter was hunting deer with a bow and arrow and the deer suddenly saw the hunter, the hunter would stop and, holding the bow vertically in front of him, would move it side to side by rotating his wrist. He did this until the motion had lulled the deer into a feeling that all was well and went back to feeding. Then he could move in closer. (This trick was also done with a stick or with a bow when the hunter was trying to sneak up on a feeding jackrabbit.) This action was called haacni coccáaij ('rotate the bow').
Deer were hunted by several methods. One method was known as czactim or hap cöcaaitim ('follow after deer'). This method entailed heading off a fleeing deer. When a deer was flushed, the hunter would ascertain the direction in which the deer was turning (a running deer never continues in a straight line). Then the hunter cut across the great circle that the deer was making in order to head it off. When he intercepted it, he often got a shot at it. When the deer saw the hunter again, he would take off in another direction. The hunter knew that the deer would repeat the same maneuver and run in a circle. The hunter knew the direction of the circle even if he didn't see the deer turn, since he knew that it would turn and run with the wind so that it could sniff for pursuit.
The Seri have long been said to be so fleet of foot and of such great endurance that they were fast enough to chase down a deer. This is false. What a hunter would sometimes do is chase down a pregnant deer. The spread hoofprint told him that the doe was pregnant. So he began to trot after the deer. Hunters have been known to stay directly on the trail of such a pregnant doe and eventually run it down when it tired. More often the hunter crossed over its circle path and cut it off. About the third time that he encountered a doe in this way, it had badly tired and he killed it easily.
The second method is known as cahóiitoj (causative form of the plural stem of 'lie down'). During the intense heat of the summer a hunter went from one large cactus to another checking for deer lying down in the shade. They were often found in this way. Of course the hunter always hunted into the wind.
The third method is called caahi ('make sound'). This method consisted of catching a fawn and holding it between one's legs, squeezing it, and making the fawn cry. This attracted the mother or perhaps any other nearby deer which would run toward and past the hunter, coming quite close to him and presenting an easy shot. If no fawn was available, the hunter could sometimes lure a deer in close by hiding and imitating the fawn cry by sucking through a leaf of the hamísj plant (limberbush, Jatropha cinerea).
The fourth method is called caquéepec (etymology unknown, but related to the word ipac 'behind'). This was the method of hunting deer and jackrabbit in which a man, often naked, stalked around during mating season using a head decoy with a deer head or jackrabbit head respectively. (See Moser 1970, pp. 174, 190 .) The deer would come in close, with its brow furrowed. But it would stop and try to catch the scent before actually coming right up to the hunter. It finally would begin to circle around to a down wind position of the man to smell. The hunter had to shoot before the deer got downwind.
The fifth method is called hax cacóxaj ('be close to water'). This method of hunting entailed hiding at a waterhole on a moonlit night and waiting for the deer to come to drink. Sometimes blinds were built on the leeward side of the waterhole, often using branches of the xoop (elephant tree, Bursera microphylla). Its strong aroma helped to cover the scent of the hunter. If there were a number of hunters, they might build several such blinds. These they kept in a line at right angles to the line of approach of the deer to avoid the possibility of the hunters shooting each other.
The Seris said that when a group of deer approached the water hole, several of the young deer would come in at the head of the pack. The larger, older deer held back. The Seris always tried to shoot the largest and fattest deer, whether buck or doe.
When a deer was shot, any person except the man who shot it may claim the deer for himself by shouting hatoyáazi ('It's mine!', lit. 'It's what I claim.)'. After a deer was shot, the men dragged it out of the way and waited for the other deer to return. It was said that four or five deer might be so killed during a single night and there would be meat for everyone.
The Seris remembered one time when a man was able to kill a deer with a rock when it was in a narrow approach to a waterhole.
The sixth method to hunt deer is called haxaca cöcamjö ('hunt with dogs'). Until fairly recently the Seris used to hunt deer with dogs. Dogs learned how to hunt by watching or accompanying the other dogs. Trained dogs would run ahead of the hunters, always running into the wind. They did not bark. They would stand on high ground and look for deer. When they spotted one, they chased it down and cornered it, usually quickly. When the dogs had the deer cornered, they attacked it. They lunged in from all sides and snapped at the deer. When one got a good hold in a position where the deer could not get to him, the dog would hang on. As soon as possible one dog grabbed the deer's neck and hung on until the deer was dead.
The hunters took no weapons with them and kept out of sight until the dogs have killed the deer. Then they moved in, chased off the dogs and butchered the deer. Hunters with one pack of dogs often got two or three deer.
This method worked with seven or eight dogs. Several men were said to have kept packs with as many as 100 or more dogs. Sometimes such a dog pack went out and killed deer on its own.
The seventh method is called hap xepe an hant caalajc ('force mule deer into the sea'). During the summertime when men in a boat saw deer swimming near the beach to cool off, they beached their boat some distance away and circled around on the desert to the place where the deer were swimming. When they had all of the deer out in the deep water, several of the men returned to the boat and paddled it to where the deer were swimming and clubbed them to death. In such a hunt, no person claimed a deer for himself. The meat was divided up among the men, each one naming the part or parts that he wants.
The eighth method is called quee ('hunt with shouts'). There is a small peninsula on the southeast corner of Tiburon Island where deer were trapped. When a group of men discovered deer on the peninsula, they spread out and herded them onto the narrow tip called Hast Hapée Quih Iyat. They then continued to shout and chase them into the sea where other men in a boat clubbed them to death.
There are two generic terms meaning to hunt deer: quimjö (transitive) / camjö (intransitive), and heecot quiih ('be in the desert').
When a dead deer had to be left alone for a time, the hunter propped up its head as though it was looking at something. This was said to keep the coyotes off.
The Seris said that a circling buzzard often signaled where there were deer.
A wounded deer will often turn in a tight circle and backtrack, moving slowing while the hunter charges forward and past the deer.
If two people were hunting together, the man who killed the deer kept the hind quarters. The other man received the rest of the deer.
If three men were hunting together, the man who killed the deer kept the hind quarters. He then gave the remainder of the deer to one of the others. That man then gave the heart, liver and lungs to the third man. The man who killed the deer sometimes gave the third hunter one of the hind quarters.
If four men were hunting together, they divided the kill evenly.
Sometimes a hunter would try to avoid sharing his kill by leaving meat outside of camp. Then the members of his family brought in the meat after dark. A person who suspected that someone had concealed a kill might go to his house, see his bloody hands and shout An hatyáafajquim! ('It's what I pound inside!'). The reference is to breaking out the ribs of a kill by pounding with a stone. The person who first shouted this phrase won the right to collect three ribs from each side of the rib cage of the kill, the liver, the heart, the lungs, the fat around the intestines, and the stomach sack. When possible, the stomach sack was turned inside out and filled with blood. The blood was cooked with grease and juices.
When a man was bringing in deer meat, ravens sometimes smelled it and circled around cawing. People in camp then knew that a hunter had made a kill.
When a deer, bighorn sheep, burro, or horse was butchered in camp, the owner could not take part. Whichever two or three men first arrived wanting to do the job could do the butchering. Each of them received a strip of meat cut from the outside of the rib section and a chunk of fat. 15 The mule deer is found on both the mainland and on Tiburon Island. For unknown reasons, the biggest specimens are found only on Tiburon Island and only on or nearby the two largest mountains on the southern part of Tiburon Island. These male mule deer become excessively large, and often the hoofprint of such an animal is as large as that of a cow's calf.
Sea lion skins and deer skins were traded to ranchers for old horses. The ranchers used the skins to make lariats, etc. 16 This male mule deer occurs only on Tiburon Island. Like the cahícosa, this deer has no testicles and always has knobby, fuzzy antlers. This specific deer is known to be always fat the year around. The Seris said that it is the best deer for eating. It is never gaunt like a normal buck during mating season. 17 This male mule deer occurs only on Tiburon Island and has no testicles that are apparent to the The Seris hunted the fox with dogs. The fox was found on Tiburon Island. 22 The chipmunk was cooked under the ashes and eaten. 23 Guinea pigs do not occur locally, but the Seris saw them in Hermosillo. The origin of the word is unknown. 24 The Seris sometimes took horses to Tiburon Island (by small boat). One man said they were used for chasing deer; others said they were for food. 25 The jackrabbit was traditionally hunted for food. However, to avoid breakage of projectile points, the Seris hunted the jackrabbit with arrows tipped with a solid knob of heavy wood. A hit usually disabled the animal, allowing the hunter to approach it and kill it.
The Seri hunter used a special technique to enable him to get within close range of a feeding rabbit. While stalking the animal, he stopped as soon as it looked at him. Then, grasping the bow in the middle with one hand, he held it vertically in front of him and slowly swung it back and forth. He did this until the rabbit was lulled into a feeling of security and returned to its feeding. ( This technique of diverting the attention of the rabbit is called haacni coccáaij ('rotating the bow' ), and was used for hunting deer as well.
Only the white-sided jackrabbit was found on Tiburon Island. 26 This species is listed in Malkin 1962, but we do not have a Seri name for it. 27 The kangaroo rat was not eaten. 28 The lion is not found in the area, of course, and the etymology of the Seri name is unknown. 29 The mole has not been positively identified as occurring in the Seri area, but this (or shrew) may be the correct identification of the Seri term
hemeja.
The Seris used to hunt hemeja with trained dogs and eat them. 32 The Seris would find packrat nests and poke sticks into it. (If they didn't have sticks, they might burn them out, but the burning would destroy any fruit that might be collected from the nest.) The rats (usually two) would run out and the people hit them with sticks to kill them. In the old days, men would hang them around their waists by tying them onto their waist string. If people were really hungry, they might skin the rat and eat it raw. Otherwise, they collected a number of them and roasted the skinned animal in the dirt under the coals of a fire. Sara Villalobos told of a man who cooked the rats with the skin on, then skinned the rat and sucked the fat out of the peeled skin. Felger and Moser (1985:172-173) record the packrat's song. 33 The Seris killed the peccary for food. It used to be found on Tiburon Island. It was said that the Band I people were the first to hunt it and that they used an unusual method. There were certain men The Seris said that members of the other bands did not hunt the peccary until dogs were introduced through the Mexican ranchers. Then they (Band III) hunted it on the mainland using a dog pack. The dogs usually cornered a peccary in bushes where they held it at bay until the hunters arrived. One of the hunters then worked the end of a long stick into the peccary's mouth and down its throat. Then the other hunters moved in and made the kill with clubs and metal pointed spears.
When a peccary sought refuge in a cave, the men smoked it out. They clubbed and speared it to death as it emerged. Today the Seris rarely hunt the animal. 34 The porcupine was not found on Tiburon Island. 35 The antelope used to range into the Seri region and was hunted. It no longer is found in this area. It was not found on Tiburon Island. 36 The raccoon was eaten by the Band I people. It was found on Tiburon Island. 37 The method for hunting this rat, by poking sticks into its nest, is known as xpos quisl (lit., 'poke rats'). 38 The Band I people, who were the ones known for their hunting skills, hunted and ate the ringtail. It was found on Tiburon Island. 39 The members of Band VI inhabited San Esteban Island. The sea lion which abounded on the rocky beach of the northwest corner of their island was a major food source of those people These Seris stalked them during the day and killed sleeping animals by hitting them in the head with rocks. It is said that the men of this band were expert marksmen and often were able to mortally wound a sea lion even after it was in the surf heading for deeper water. They butchered the animal there on the beach, packed the meat in the skins and carried it over the mountain called Hast Ctam to return to their camp. Sea lion has apparently been seldom eaten by members of the other bands. However, for many years they have been killed sporadically with firearms for their skins.
Sea lion skins and deer skins were traded to ranchers for old horses. The ranchers used the skins to make lariats, etc. 
